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DATE:
December 7, 2004
FILE REF: 2004 Deer Season Report

TO:
DNR Secretary Scott Hassett

FROM:
Randy Stark, Chief Warden

SUBJECT:
2004 Gun Deer Season Report

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

The 2004 Gun Deer Season was a season with significantly contrasting features.  While this was the safest season on record relating to hunting accidents, it is also one that will go down in history as the most tragic due to the six Sawyer County homicides.  As is the case in most tragedies, this situation presents an opportunity to reflect on what can be taken away from it all for future consideration.  Some of these thoughts also relate to larger trends being reported by wardens.  It’s also important to capture the attendant sentiments for historical reasons.

The 2004 season experience created a strange confluence of emotion for wardens.  On one hand there was sorrow for the victims, their families, friends and communities; concern for social tensions, the effect on the image of hunting; and unanswerable questions about how this could have happened.  On the other there was the pride and relief.  Pride in the teamwork between our wardens and other members of the law enforcement community in bringing to an end the opening chapter of this tragedy by apprehending the suspect.  And there was relief that no one else was killed or injured in the process.  

While the tragic events in Sawyer County will not be forgotten, we must be careful to not let it overshadow the fact that the 2004 Wisconsin Deer Gun Season was the safest deer gun season on record.  The safety of this gun deer season can be characterized as less than 1 injury per 100,000 participants.  Never before in the recorded history of gun deer hunting in Wisconsin have we had such a safe season. This record is attributable to the vast majority of our 650,000 licensed deer hunters following safety related regulations, the enforcement work of the warden service, the tireless work of over 4,900 volunteer hunter education instructors, and a Hunter Education program that continues to yield benefits as we continue to adapt it to changing realities.  

However, statistics are only numerical representations of information.  In addition to the Sawyer County homicides, two hunters died and three others suffered injuries as result of hunting accidents during the 2004 nine-day gun deer hunt.  The victims, their family, friends and communities where they live are all affected when a hunting accident occurs.   Our thoughts are with these families, their friends and their communities.

Ironically, the aftermath of tragedy tends to bring out the good in human nature. In the course of events, there were many moments that typified the virtues of common people in uncommon situations.  During the initial manhunt, there were hunters who were willing to put themselves in harm's way to stand side by side with wardens and other law enforcement officers to apprehend the suspect.  They offered law enforcement officers coffee, use of ATV’s, firearms, cell phones and hunting camps. There was the scene in the hallway after the initial news conference in the Sawyer County Courthouse where representatives of the victim’s family hugged Warden Peery and thanked him ending the anxiety created by the suspect being at large.  There were the Rice Lake motel owners who offered free rooms to those traveling long distances to attend the funerals of the victims, and many other similar expressions too numerous to mention. 

After the incident, hundreds of media contacts were fielded from around the world.  During discussions with representatives of the media, they like everyone else were trying to make sense of it all.  The vast majority of those we encountered were found to be professional, objective, and conscious of the power they have in shaping how people think about issues.  In most cases they did not allow getting the story first to trump getting it right, nor did they act impervious to the sensitivities of the issues presented by the situation.  Going through a situation like this underscores the important role that the media plays in a democratic society.

Traditions - unlike the runoff from spring rain - are not ephemeral events, they endure. Traditions like Wisconsin’s deer hunting are enduring.  It’s interesting to note that over 6,000 licenses were sold after the incident between Monday and the close of season.  This suggests that while tragic and senseless, people demonstrated they’re not going to let this unique incident stop them from participating in the tradition of the hunt.

Multiple homicides occur in many contexts: the workplace, schools, the subway, and other public places.  They are not always a reflection of the context in which they happen.  While this event certainly has everyone confused and searching for answers, wardens found the prevailing sentiment statewide to be that people recognized this was the act of an individual and not representative of any particular community, or hunters in general. 

Conflict in the field is increasing.  Trespassing was in the spotlight this year due to the Sawyer County and Sauk County incidents.  The violence that took place in these two incidents is rare; most property disputes are handled with diplomacy.  However, over the years, wardens have increasingly reported that hunters are finding fewer and fewer places to hunt.  Several larger societal issues are converging that suggest this issue will require attention on several fronts in the future.  Some of these converging issues include: 

· Changing land ownership patterns, large tracts are being cut up into smaller parcels

· Increasing numbers of people wanting to use land for different reasons and in different ways 

· The tension inherent in property boundary conversations

· Land-use decisions that result in a decreasing amount of “huntable land”available due to converting agricultural and other open lands to development.   

Research has shown that not having access to places to hunt is a key factor in why people either do not get into hunting or stop hunting.  This is a critical issue to the future of hunting.  These trends underscore the importance programs like the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund that obtains public lands for public recreation.  It also shows the need for programs like the Managed Forest Law and other programs that provide incentives to landowners to open their land to recreation.   One such innovative program, “Open Fields”, is currently being proposed in Congress.  This proposed program aims to provide $50 million to states for incentives to private landowners to open their land to hunting under terms and conditions set by the landowner.  More information on “Open Fields”can be found at the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership website at: http://www.trcp.org/access/index.html

Landowners cite concerns of trespass, hunter behavior, control of access, managing wildlife, quality of hunting and safety as all having a role in their decision to allow public access.  Educational and outreach programs must continue to make it clear to hunters and other outdoor recreationists that access to private lands is a privilege, not a right, and with privilege comes the duty to act as responsible caretakers of the land.  The increasing incidence of trespassing also suggests a comprehensive informational campaign on trespass law, the importance of landowner relations, how to use tools such as plat books, contour maps, and GPS units, how to conduct property line contacts and diffuse disputes.  These efforts need to be backed up with aggressive enforcement. 

In a related matter, the warden service and the law enforcement community in Wisconsin have been staunch proponents of retaining the backtag requirement for deer hunters.   The critical role the backtag played in the identification and apprehension of the suspect in this case has been well documented and needs no further elaboration.  We appreciate the support of our position on the retention of backtags.  We also thank our Customer Service and Licensing staff.  They have gradually taken our paper system where it took days to identify a suspect from a backtag number to a database that yields the information in seconds.    

Demographics suggest the stewardship of the natural resources in the future will be in the hands of a more diverse society than exists today.   Consequently, we’ll need to find ways to turn the challenges and complexity of a diverse multiethnic society into opportunities.  We’ll need to reach out and focus on efforts that create opportunity, raise cultural awareness, inspire mutual understanding and respect, and promote unity behind the common causes of protecting, promoting and enhancing our natural resources in the future.  After all, everyone has a right, a responsibility, and an opportunity to further understanding, cooperation and safety while engaged in outdoor recreation.

This situation also serves to increase public awareness of the complexity and range of duties wardens are called upon to carry out.  Warden responsibilities run the gamut - from working collaboratively with conservation organizations in promoting outdoor skills events for children, to working in conjunction with other law enforcement agencies in arresting a suspect in a multiple homicide case.  We are fortunate to have high caliber people in the warden service, as well as those in our supporting roles.  In addition, having the proper training and equipment plays a critical role in being prepared to deal with a situation of this nature.  We appreciate the support we’ve had from the Department, the conservation community, and the general public in our efforts to continually improve and adapt our training program and equip the wardens to carry out our mission and responsibilities in a changing world. 

2004 Regular Gun Deer Season Report

TRENDS AND ISSUES IN 2004:

URBAN SPRAWL, ACCESS AND CONFLICT

As mentioned earlier, this is a significant issue affecting the future of hunting. Wardens statewide reported increased urban sprawl and land development is adversely effecting hunting opportunity.  Throughout the state, hunters are finding the availability of places to go hunting more and more difficult.  

The incidence of conflict arising from this phenomenon is increasing. Many contentious confrontations seem to stem from trespassing situations as it is becoming increasingly difficult for hunters to find areas to hunt. Private landowners are closing their properties to hunters for a variety of reasons. Some landowners want a safe place for their group to hunt, others are trying to manage their herd for larger bucks, some have had bad experiences with hunters and a few just don’t like hunting.  As a result, it appears that hunter densities are increasing on public properties and access to private properties is decreasing.  As displaced hunters turn to public hunting areas, this places more pressure on the public lands, which in turn erodes the quality of the experience and creates the potential for increased conflict in these areas. 

Wardens received complaints from hunters that other hunting groups that traditionally hunted in an area being developed are now traveling to other locations to conduct their hunt.  Kenosha Warden Paul Sickman sums up the issue well by reporting that development of agricultural areas into subdivisions is ‘fragmenting’ wildlife habitat and creating small tracts of woods too close to new homes to accommodate safe hunting.  During the season, wardens investigated a number of homes and other buildings being hit by gunfire, particularly in the southern one-third of the state.
Washington County Warden Bill Mitchell reports this is his 30th deer season working in Washington County.  Bill reports “wood lots now hide new homes instead of hunters”.  Bill also advises there are currently 30 development projects active in Washington County. Burlington Warden Dale Hochhausen reports an increase in complaints regarding trespassing and hunting within incorporated city limits.  

Wardens report that many large farms have been purchased and the land developed for homes.  

Private land hunters are usually successful early in the season.  Often there is little hunting pressure on these properties later in the season, and deer tend to remain in these areas.  Public land hunters continue to hunt hard but become increasingly frustrated because the public lands have been heavily harvested, and they are not seeing deer on these properties.  This frustration causes the morale of some hunters to decline and some give up before the end of the season because they are not seeing deer.

Wardens continue to report confusion among hunters regarding the complexity of the regulations – particularly with respect to tagging options. Many wardens find themselves using more discretion when confronting confused hunters after a violation has occurred.  Regulations that create confusion are causing would-be and veteran hunters to turn away out of fear of committing violations.  The impact of regulation complexity on future hunter recruitment and retention concerns wardens.  The final recommendations of the Deer Hunting Regulation Simplification Committee are due out soon for consideration.  

The wardens working in CWD zones observed fewer hunters on the traditional 9-day deer gun season than they have in the past.  Much of the reduced pressure was attributed to the long seasons in CWD management zones.  Many hunters in the CWD zone have already hunted deer and harvested an antlerless deer thus earning their buck in earlier seasons.  The wardens are seeing trends of those that have earned bucks are now out “trophy hunting”.

Following the shootings in Sawyer County, most hunters recognized that this incident did not and should not be a reflection on the Hmong community.  However, wardens noted some individuals made comments directed at the Hmong community regarding the situation. In an effort to get these individuals to consider how they were interpreting the situation, many wardens asked these individuals whether these comments would have ever been made if the suspect were white.  Wardens did note that few Hmong hunters were contacted after the incident on public lands that were typically very popular with Hmong hunters.  Some Hmong hunters were nervous about their safety as a result of the incident, and opted not to hunt further this year. 

All wardens heard hunters expressing concerns over the shootings in Sawyer County. Some hunters expressed concerned that the potential for a similar incident exists given the number of property disputes. 

Deer hunting continues to be a family and social event with wardens contacting entire families in the field.  Many hunters feel efforts to redefine the “successful” hunt are on the right track.  One such effort is the Conservation Congress “Wall of Fame” that de-emphasizes trophies and focuses on passing on the hunting heritage by recruiting youth, relationships with family and friends, and the experiences hunting has to offer.

HUNTING ACCIDENTS:

As indicated earlier, 2004 Gun Deer Season was the safest season on record with five hunting accidents in involving firearms: two fatal and three non-fatal.  Below is a chart that shows accident trends since 1984:
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A brief synopsis of each accident is found below:

In Rock County, wardens responded to an incident involving a self-inflicted injury to the leg as a result of discharge from a 12-gauge shotgun.  The victim died from his injuries about 14 hours after the shooting.  He was a 35-year-old male engaged in deer hunting from a tree stand at the time.  Wardens were able to respond within 15 minutes of the call and transported the victim out of the field on one of their trucks as the ambulance was unable to drive back into the picked cornfield, and squad cars on the scene could not accommodate the stretcher.  Wardens Boyd Richter, Dave Wood, Barb Wolf and Shawna Stringham examined the scene, collected evidence and interviewed witnesses.  The exact circumstance of the shooting are unknown (i.e., how the firearm was positioned, what caused it to discharge and what the victim was doing at the time) since there were no witnesses and an examination of the firearm for any defects is pending.  

There was a fatal hunting incident in Juneau County during the afternoon of opening day. This shooting incident occurred during a deer drive consisting of 16 hunters.  A driver in the group shot multiple times at a deer.  One of the bullets struck and killed another driver in the same group of hunters. 

In Buffalo County a group of three hunters were trailing a wounded deer through a brushy dry run.  The hunters jumped the deer and one shot was fired.  Another member of the group arrived by truck at a location he was not expected to be at the time.  Unfortunately, he was parked in the line of fire.  The bullet struck his right hand and he lost three fingers.

In Chippewa County wardens investigated a shooting on the last day of the season. An individual was shot in the chest during a deer drive. The bullet traveled over 500 yards and probably deflected before it pierced the victim’s skin but was stopped by a rib before it could enter his chest cavity. There were at least ten people involved in the deer drive. It appears as though another member of his hunting party shot the victim when several deer moved toward the standers. The victim was one of the drivers.

In Shawano County, a hunter placed the muzzle of a firearm on toe of his boot in order to wipe raindrops from ocular lens of a scope when it discharged, causing a wound to the base of big toe on the right foot.

HUNTERS IN A POSITIVE LIGHT:  

As is the case most often, we tend to focus on the problems.  This affliction is particularly contagious in law enforcement where we deal with problems as our job.  However, we also see a whole lot of good things happening too – and it’s important to share a few of these experiences as a reminder of what it’s all about. 

Seventeen-year-old Sadie Kohlmann bagged her first deer, a nice buck, while hunting with her father, grandfather, uncles, and cousins in the Theresa Marsh.  Sadie was the only one with a deer as well.

Warden Jason Roberts contacted one family of hunters that were finishing a deer drive in Racine County. Roberts checked the backtags of 12 different people, all with the same last name.  The hunters live and have hunted locally in Racine County for decades.  Three generations of hunters within the family were participating in the hunt. 

Wardens in the South Central Region encountered several families out enjoying the natural resources deer, pheasant, and duck hunting.  Fathers, mothers, uncles, aunts and grandparents were observed taking their young children out hunting and teaching them about the overall outdoor experience.  

Warden Casey Krueger was fueling the state squad in Portage when the clerk from the station came out and asked him if he had a minute. She went on to tell Warden Krueger that her son, who is 12 years old, harvested his first deer. She stated she had not been out hunting for years, but her son wanted to take the hunter safety course, and when he did, she promised to take him out.  On opening day the two went out and sat on some public hunting ground in Columbia County. Twenty minutes into the season a doe came through and her son shot. The deer went down and they both celebrated. Warden Krueger congratulated her for doing a great job, and reminded her that her son will never forget that hunt.

Wardens Jennifer Niemeyer and Jill Schartner were called to assist in resolving a wounded deer on private property case.  Warden Niemeyer and the landowner’s sons and grandson tracked the deer for almost 2 hours, continuing to look for the deer, even though the blood trail ended.  After tracking the deer for more than a half-mile, the buck with a 21 ½ inside spread and 13 points, was found lying dead in a brush pile.  The landowner was contacted and asked how he wanted to handle the situation.  He stated that the deer belongs to the hunter who shot it.  The landowner thanked the wardens for their help in this situation and asked that they return the deer to the “rightful owner”.  Needless to say, the shooter was elated to have had this buck returned to him, stating that he would be expressing his sincere appreciation to the landowner for allowing him to recover the buck.

In Eau Claire County, Warden Scott Thiede (Osseo) spoke with the parent of two boys. Because the boys had recently lost their dad to cancer, mom was continuing the hunting tradition started by dad years earlier. The boys, ages 13 and 15, had filled one tag. They were confident that more deer would be harvested. One of the boys commented, “We know our dad is helping us with the hunt.”

Warden Mark Little (Tomah) and Ranger Jamie Dahl (Black River State Forest) contacted a large group of hunters in the Meadow Valley State Wildlife area.  During a deer drive, one adult man was supervising a group of youths ranging in age from 12 to 18 years old.  One of the boys had shot and injured a doe that crossed into private land.  The man knew that he needed permission to enter the land to track the injured deer. The landowner could not be contacted immediately. The man stressed to the young hunters that it was imperative to get landowner permission before tracking the injured deer.  He planned on checking with adjacent landowners in hopes of securing permission.

There were a number of non-hunting youths observed accompanying hunters.  In fact, Wardens Korey Trowbridge (Schofield) and Dan Maxinoski (Marshfield) contacted a group of hunters in which they observed a young boy wearing a backtag.  The young boy had made and colored a copy of his dad’s backtag and was proudly wearing it.  Looks like we have a future hunter! 
A group of hunters found a large-racked buck dead on their property.  Instead of cutting the horns off, they checked with their neighbors.  They eventually found the person who shot the buck and let him have the deer.
Warden Richard Rosen (Hudson) overheard one radio call where a hunter located two rifles and cases on the road as he went to his stand.  The firearms likely fell off of a tailgate.  The hunter turned the rifles over to the Sheriff’s Department to be given back to the rightful owner.
Hunting camps are becoming more diverse in their cultural makeup.  One photo for the deer season report was submitted of a Clark County deer camp with white, black, and Hmong hunters.  About a dozen antlerless deer hung from the camp’s meat pole.  This camp had a new generation of kids under age 12 participating in camp activities.  

First time hunter private land access - Warden Mike Kitt (Marinette) talked to a father/daughter team who had earned their bucks on agricultural deer damage tags.  They were seeing no deer on their property during the regular season.  Another friend of the family who participates in quality deer management on his property heard of her quest for her first buck after 2 years of trying.  This individual granted them access to his deer stand and waived the QDM requirements for the young lady.  She got her buck, a 4 point, on their first evening out.  Father and daughter were both extremely happy

First deer among a family hunt - One group of six hunters were contacted by Wardens Bob Stroess (Manitowoc) and Jon Scharbarth (Reedsville) near Shoto in Manitowoc County.  While the Wardens were walking in to check one of the hunters, the Wardens kicked up two antlerless deer, which ran toward the hunters who were dispersed throughout a wood lot.  Both deer were harvested and one of them was a teenage girl’s first deer.  She was very excited and couldn’t stop telling her story to the hunters right next to her and to the other hunters over her two-way radio.  The group consisted of four generations of hunters and their photograph was taken.

Wardens Jason Higgins (Oshkosh) and Ed McCann (Fond du Lac) had separate incidents of hunters going above and beyond to report ‘Earn A Buck’ violations.  Warden McCann’s situation involved the caller taking a digital photo of the suspect’s deer and vehicle, including the license plate.  Warden Higgin’s incident involved the caller escorting wardens to the violation site and taking time out of their hunt to make sure the responsible party was located.

From the Wautoma Warden Team report, “a hunter turned in a cased firearm he found. This same hunter had turned in a bow he found during the archery season.”
HOTLINES, ARRESTS, SIEZURES, AND HIGHLIGHTED CASES
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Hotlines: There were 346 hotline complaints during the 2004 deer gun season.  This represents a 17% increase from the 296 complaints received last year.

Arrests: The charts below outline arrest and seizures during the Deer Gun Season for the past five years.  In 2004, there were 103 (8%) fewer arrests than in 2004.   This reduction in arrests is attributable in part to currently having 28 vacancies in the warden service.  This equates to approximately 3,000 fewer patrol hours by full time wardens during the nine-day season – which in turn translates into considerably fewer warden/hunter contacts in the field.  

In 2000, when there were 1,533 arrests, was the last year the warden service was at or very near full  staffing.   The decrease in total arrests between 2000 to 2004 has roughly paralleled our increasing number of vacancies in the warden service during that time. 

The increased number of illegal deer seizures (41) in 2004 is attributable to seizures associated with violations by individuals attempting to circumvent Earn-A-Buck requirements.   

	Summary by Year
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Number of Violations
	1156
	1259
	1240
	1340
	1533

	Juvenile
	37
	32
	28
	38
	30

	Adult
	1119
	1227
	1212
	1302
	1503

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Number of Seizures
	
	
	
	
	

	Illegal Deer
	205
	164
	172
	150
	260

	Illegal Bear
	4
	5
	3
	5
	14

	Other
	72
	76
	98
	99
	135

	Car kill Deer
	17
	20
	16
	20
	28


The chart below shows the ranking by type of violation.  Items of significance include:  

· A 97% increase in baiting violations.  For the first time in recent history the top violations of uncased and loaded guns have been replaced by another violation: illegal baiting.  This violation includes using too much bait and baiting in a prohibited area. 

· Deer shining has moved from #21 to #16.  There has been a 170% increase in illegal deer shining cases during deer season since the 2000 season.  This also coincides with the continuously increasing number of warden vacancies from 2000 to the present.  This increase in shining incidents is concern given the safety implications.  In addition, large bucks are often the target of deer shiners.

	2004 Rank
	2003 Rank
	Violation
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	% Change

03 to 04

	1
	4
	Ilegal use of bait - Firearms
	150
	76
	87
	99
	80
	97%

	2
	2
	Trans. loaded gun in vehicle
	113
	112
	112
	118
	170
	1%

	3
	1
	Trans. uncased gun in vehicle
	84
	117
	117
	131
	172
	-28%

	4
	5
	Hunt w/in 50' of paved road center
	75
	68
	69
	85
	85
	10%

	5
	3
	Shoot w/in 50' of a road or across roadway
	65
	82
	82
	83
	101
	-21%

	6
	13
	Hunt with improper license
	61
	29
	44
	27
	25
	110%

	7
	6
	Failure to validate tag
	57
	52
	51
	54
	88
	10%

	8
	10
	Hunt deer or bears before or after hours
	27
	31
	41
	39
	47
	-13%

	9
	20
	Feeding wild animals violations
	27
	16
	28
	0
	0
	69%

	10
	38
	Loaded gun on an ATV
	27
	9
	
	
	
	200%

	11
	9
	Litter on public/private land
	23
	33
	16
	32
	20
	-30%

	12
	7
	Group deer hunt violation
	22
	37
	30
	38
	27
	-41%

	13
	8
	Operate ATV on roadway
	22
	33
	41
	42
	36
	-33%

	14
	14
	Hunt deer without backtag exposed
	20
	29
	
	
	
	-31%

	15
	22
	Hunt from an illegal elevated device
	20
	15
	
	
	
	33%

	16
	21
	Hunt deer with artificial light
	19
	16
	13
	10
	7
	16%

	17
	12
	Shoot from vehicle
	19
	31
	15
	24
	23
	-39%

	18
	11
	Hunt without blaze orange
	16
	31
	23
	33
	19
	-48%


CASE HIGHLIGHTS:

Warden Jason Roberts identified an illegal bait pile in Racine County located beneath a permanent stand.  On Friday after Thanksgiving, Warden Roberts arrested a man that shot a doe from the baited tree stand while not wearing any blaze orange and without his backtag.  Warden Roberts seized the deer and issued citations for not wearing blaze orange, for not wearing a backtag, and for hunting over illegal bait. 

Wardens Ted Dremel and Joe Jerich, developed a set of circumstances suggestive of hunters registering antlered bucks in Deer Unit 77M where there was no earn a buck requirements when the buck was actually harvested in 77B – HRZ, EAB.  Based on contacts and follow up investigations, several arrests for Earn-a-Buck violations were made. 

Warden Kyle Drake contacted a group of hunters who had a spike buck in the back of a truck.  One of the hunters made a comment about the “guy from Florida getting the only deer in the group”.  Warden Drake checked the tag and it was issued to the right person, but was a resident license.  The hunter was not on the scene at the time.  After talking to the hunter and his son, a citation was issued for the purchasing a fraudulent license.

Warden Casey Krueger received a complaint of two individuals who were hunting using one hunting license. Warden Krueger interviewed one of the subjects who admitted to Warden Krueger that he had loaned his license and back tag to his son so his son could go hunting. His son had gone hunting numerous times. Warden Krueger also uncovered an occurring fraud. Warden Krueger discovered that an individual from Green Lake County buys licenses for the people illegally in exchange for their deer hides. Warden Krueger discovered several cases of fraud in regards to purchasing other hunters’ licenses. Warden Krueger issued six citations for all of the violations.

Wardens Casey Krueger and John Christian received a complaint of an individual who had hunted deer during the gun deer season while only possessing an archery tag. Upon investigation, Warden Krueger learned the subject had gone out hunting during the four-day antlerless season in October with a 20-gauge shotgun and shot at a deer 32 minutes before legal shooting hours. The subject did not possess a valid license. Upon further investigation, Warden Krueger learned that the subject and his family had also poached several turkeys. Warden Krueger learned that the subject had located a turkey nest during the spring of 2002. The subject stole 11 eggs and took them home and hatched them out. After they were hatched out, they were released outside and fed on the farm. Next spring the turkeys left. Weeks later six birds returned. The family lured the birds into the shed with feed and shut the doors. The family proceeded to catch three jakes in the shed. All three were killed and butchered. A fourth was chased in the farmyard but ended up flying away. Warden Krueger issued $2,200 in citations for the offenses.

Wardens Casey Krueger and John Welke were patrolling southern Columbia County when the Wardens copied radio traffic from the Sheriff’s Department regarding several hunters who had allegedly trespassed. Wardens Krueger and Welke responded and determined that one of the subjects that had trespassed had borrowed a friend’s gun deer license so he could hunt. Upon interview the subject stated he had borrowed his friend’s license because he owed $12,000 in child support and was unable to purchase a license because of this. The subject was arrested for obstruction as well as for possessing another’s license. Warden Krueger cited the subject who had loaned his license to the subject.

Wardens David Horzewski and Pat Lisi met with a hunter that shot a 9-point buck with a second 9-point buck that had their antlers locked.  The second buck was partially decayed and was missing its hind legs.  The carcass had skin on it but all the hair was gone.  The hunter stated that the live buck flipped the dead deer carcass that was locked in its antlers onto its back and was running through the woods. 

Warden David Horzewski responded to the Reedsburg Viking Express deer registration station on a complaint of a hunt that was issued a duplicate, non-resident gun deer license and failed to pay for the license.  The individual stated that he would return in 30 minutes with his deer.  As David arrived at the registration station, the individual was there with a deer in the trunk of his vehicle.  David spoke with the individual who appeared to be agitated by the store clerk and continued to be agitated with David.  David observed an antlerless deer in his trunk, which appeared to be tagged but not validated.  David removed the deer from the trunk and located a gun case with a gun sling hanging out of it.  David opened the gun case and observed a muzzleloader with the action open and a percussion cap on the nipple of the gun.    The Reedsburg Police Department assisted David in a search of the individual with information that he was carrying a loaded handgun on him.  David handcuffed the individual and upon a search, located a Derringer-style pistol in his sock above his boot.  The pistol was loaded with .22 caliber shells.  David later learned that the subject shot and killed the deer on home plate of the middle school baseball field the previous evening.  The individual is suspected to have left the deer hidden until the following day when he purchased the duplicate license to tag the deer. 

Wardens Joe Frost and Randy Rossing responded to a complaint of a large buck shot off the road and left unclaimed.  Wardens stayed with the deer for 13 hours.  Wardens had to leave for a few hours and Warden Jill Schartner returned to find the deer gone.  Wardens checked the residence of one individual suspected in the poaching and found fresh deer blood on his vehicle.  Within minutes the poached buck arrived in another truck. Numerous charges for shooting and hunting from the road and vehicle, transporting loaded guns, failure to immediately tag and trespassing were issued and a rifle seized.  The 20-inch spread 9-point buck was also seized.  It turns out the duo returned to get the deer 20 to 30 minutes after wardens left!

On the Friday before the opener, Warden Dave Walz was at the Mud Lake Public Hunting Area checking for stands placed before opening day.  While at the parking lot, Walz was speaking to a trapper when a vehicle came down the road moving at a fast pace, turned into the parking lot and the driver spun a large circle throwing gravel towards the parked trucks.  Walz followed the vehicle as the driver pulled into another DNR parking lot and stopped.  Walz got out and walked up to the driver’s door.  He observed the driver had a bag of marijuana in his lap and a pipe in his right hand.  Walz seized the drugs and upon interviewing the male driver and the two female passengers learned they had just purchased the marijuana and came out to the public hunting grounds to smoke it. 

Warden Dave Wood was contacted by an Idaho Conservation officer to assist in their investigation of a Wisconsin man suspected of illegally taking a trophy mule deer buck in Idaho.  Wood contacted US F&W Special Agent Ed Spoon who assisted in interviewing the suspect and seized the antlers.  Several search warrants were executed in Idaho and the investigation is ongoing.

Warden Scott Thiede (Osseo) watched as a hunter field dressed a deer on a field just west of a pickup truck that was stuck in a town road ditch. As Thiede approached, the startled hunter attempted to remove his coat to access the carcass tag in his backtag holder. The carcass tag had not been validated or attached prior to moving and field dressing the deer. The deer had been shot during hunter trespass. The shooter attempted to drive onto the field to remove the deer when his truck became stuck. The landowner arrived after the warden. The illegal harvest of an antlerless deer cost the hunter a DNR citation, a trespass citation, and a towing bill.      

Warden Jon Bronsdon (Black River Falls) and Ranger Terry Boone (Black River State Forest) assisted the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department with locating a vehicle. An OnStar dispatcher had reported an emergency signal somewhere in a remote area of eastern Jackson County.  The wardens located the vehicle at a cabin behind a closed gate at the end of a road. The owner stated that one of his friends had accidentally activated the call for help. The owner thanked the wardens for responding.  As Bronsdon and Boone turned to leave, they noticed four deer hanging high on a meat pole.  One of the deer was untagged. A second deer was tagged with a tag from a different unit.  The wardens issued two citations and seized two deer. 

Warden Jon Bronsdon (Black River Falls) responded to a citizen complaint of a shot fired at about 

8:30 p.m. on the last day of the deer season. Bronsdon met Officers Mike Johnson, Travis Brown, and 

Jan Rousey to investigate.  The officers found a buck fawn that had been shot in a cabin-shooting incident.  The suspect had shot the deer with a 12-gauge slug as it fed on an illegal bait pile behind a trailer. 

Warden Bill Miller (Adams) received a call from a concerned landowner. On opening day, his group had gotten into their tree-stands at about 6:00 a.m. At about 6:15 a.m. two men were observed trespassing. One of the men had a gun and the other a flashlight. When asked what they were doing, the trespassers said they were tracking a deer that they shot. Hunting hours would begin at about 6:30 a.m. Upon investigation it was determined the men were driving down the road at about 5:30 a.m. when they saw a buck and several does in a field. They parked their car and slipped into the woods where the one man illuminated the buck with the flashlight, and the other man shot at it three times. Both men will be charged with hunting deer with the aid of artificial light.

At 10:38 p.m. on the Friday evening before deer season, Warden Matt Weber (Necedah) observed a flashlight being shined from the driver’s window of a truck. The flashlight was illuminating a picked cornfield. Weber followed this vehicle to a road intersection, where the operator stopped the truck and got out. As Weber stopped behind the vehicle, the driver immediately ran back to his truck. As Warden Weber approached, he recognized the sound of a firearm action being worked and shells being ejected. When Weber gained control of the subject he was in possession of a .30-30 lever action rifle with the hammer cocked back. There was a live cartridge in the chamber. While searching the vehicle, Weber observed deer hair and dried blood. Upon investigation Warden Weber determined the subject had shined/shot a buck at night during Zone-T and tagged the deer with his archery tag. The buck had been shot with the same .30-30 rifle.

At midnight of opening day, Warden Matt Weber (Necedah) observed a vehicle being operated at a slow speed. Weber observed the vehicle stop to let someone out prior to leaving the area. The person who was dropped off walked into the woods, and used a flashlight to search the ground. The vehicle returned to the scene a short time later. When contacted, the subjects provided conflicting stories. The next morning, Warden Weber and Ranger Schultz recovered the deer that had been shot. With the deer located, and the investigation revealed the suspects shined and shot the deer from the vehicle the prior evening. When first contacted by Warden Weber, the violators had returned to the scene in an attempt to recover the deer shot earlier in the evening. 

Warden Barry Meister (Stevens Point) and Warden Supervisor Randy Falstad (Wisconsin Rapids) contacted a hunter in Portage County on opening morning that had shot three bucks and his friend had shot a doe.  There was some confusion on the part of the hunters as they were under the impression that they could tag two of the bucks with Earn-a-Buck tags.  The wardens might have given the hunters the benefit of the doubt, but three of the four deer were tagged with one of the hunter’s wife’s tags and she was shopping in a different town an hour and a half away.

Warden Richard Wallin (Viroqua) and Warden Supervisor Steve Dewald (La Crosse) apprehended two hunters in Vernon County EAB Unit 72 who had 3 untagged bucks in their possession.  Two of the bucks had been butchered and one was hidden in the woods under a pile of leaves.   

Warden Robert Jumbeck (Alma) and Warden Supervisor Steve Dewald (La Crosse) responded to a complaint of late shooting 30 minutes after legal hours on the last night of the season in Buffalo County.  The investigation found a man and wife who had two untagged deer, including one buck, which had been shot over an illegal bait pile.

Wardens Bob Jumbeck (Alma) and Bill Engfer (Central Office) investigated a complaint that a hunter shot and registered an albino buck on opening day.  The buck was completely white except for a brown patch between the antlers and brown near the tarsal glands.  Charges are pending.

Wardens April Dombrowski (Neillsville) and Ted Dremel (Burlington) responded to a complaint of a deer that was shot in a landowner’s field by road hunters.  The landowner was able to get a license plate of one of the vehicles involved, which led the wardens into Wood County to conduct interviews.  The investigation, which started at approximately 5:30 p.m., ended at midnight.  Five people were involved in incident.  Upon investigation of the incident the wardens seized two untagged deer.  A total of 10 citations are pending in Clark and Wood Counties.  Violations include, transporting uncased firearms, transporting loaded firearms in vehicles, hunt within 50 feet of the roadway, shoot from the vehicle, failure to validate and attach deer carcass tag, along with car killed deer violations.

While on his way to meet with a neighboring warden, Warden Paul Leezer (Greenwood) observed a red Chevy truck creeping along slowly on a dead end road in Chippewa County. The driver’s side window was down, which was odd due to the rainy/snowy weather. Leezer followed at a distance until they passed the residence of Warden Scott Bowe (Cornell).  Leezer jumped in with Bowe and they waited for the truck to return.  As the suspect truck rounded a corner on the way out, the wardens made contact. The passenger was frantically trying to case his rifle up. The driver said the zipper didn’t work on his gun case which was why it was partially unzipped. Both Leezer and Bowe were able to completely zip the case without problem. The driver told Leezer “Sure it works if you take it out of the truck.”  Bowe suggested to the two men that they probably could have picked a better place to road hunt than the road in front of Bowe’s house. 

Warden Scott Bowe (Cornell) encountered three hunters standing around the truck with three uncased guns lying in the bed of the truck.  He thought about warning the trio for being sloppy and took a peek inside the cab of the truck.  There on the seat was another uncased rifle, but this one had a note on it saying, “Loaded”.  Bowe verified that the note was correct.  One member of their party left the gun in the cab while she went to town with another vehicle.  Citation issued.
Warden Jim Horne investigated a complaint where a suspect placed an unknown powder by a hunter’s deer stands and super-glued the gate locks shut on this private property.  Warden Horne determined that the powder was a commercial deer repellent.  Investigation determined the local hardware store had just sold everything it had to the suspect who happened to live next door to where the product was dumped.  Despite the deer repellent, the hunter whose property was affected bagged a deer anyway.  This case has been referred to District Attorney for prosecution.

On the same opening day, Warden Mike Stahl (Oconto Falls) received a call from the Town of Gillette Fire Department about an out of control wild land fire they were at. They needed somebody from the DNR there as there was a large amount of diesel fuel found on top of the water in a small marshy area.  Warden Stahl responded to the scene and observed an oversized bait pile under a deer stand on the way in. When met by the local fire officials they informed Warden Stahl about an untagged doe deer located behind a floating waterfowl blind. With the assistance of Wardens Andy Dryja (Oconto) and Stefan Fabian (Green Bay) the whole story was eventually unraveled. A citation for water pollution and illegal baiting was issued as the spill occurred on the Wednesday before the deer season and was not reported until the fire. In addition, the subject with the untagged deer was also cited and the deer was seized. Lastly, the landowner will work with DNR Spills Coordinator Roxanne Chronert (Green Bay) to complete a clean up of the diesel fuel spill.  

On the last day of the season or should we say morning (12:00 a.m.), Warden Mike Stahl (Oconto Falls) was contacted by the Oconto Sheriff’s Department about a shining and shooting incident that occurred in the Town of Maple Valley. On the way to the complaint, Warden Stahl observed a possible suspect vehicle coming towards his location from the west. The vehicle failed to stop for a stop sign and ended up crossing a county highway at a fairly high rate of speed. Warden Stahl relayed this information to the Oconto Sheriff’s Department who asked Warden Stahl to stop the vehicle. The driver of this vehicle was arrested for operating a motor vehicle under the influence of an intoxicant. Warden Stahl then continued his response to the shining and shooting complaint to collect evidence and speak with the complainant.  On his way home Warden Stahl observed a vehicle having difficulty staying on its side of the road. The driver was having great difficulty going straight and this information was relayed to an Oconto Sheriff who again asked Warden Stahl to stop the vehicle. The subject was also arrested by Oconto Sheriff’s Deputies for operating a motor vehicle while under the influence. This would have been the subject’s third OWI offense. 

Warden Andy Dryja (Oconto), while working alone, contacted an individual for hunting deer after hours. Warden Dryja had the individual unload his gun shortly after the contact was made.  The subject’s attitude changed dramatically towards Warden Dryja when the hunter was questioned about hunting after legal hours.  The subject became irate and began yelling and swearing at Warden Dryja.  Contrary to Warden Dryja’s orders, the subject attempted to strike Warden Dryja with his rifle and then fled on foot with a Mini 14 .223 caliber rifle.  After radioing for backup, Warden Dryja followed the subject with his squad until the subject ran into the woods.  At this point Warden Dryja knew the identity of the subject and when a Sheriff’s Deputy arrived, the decision was made to leave the scene to prevent anyone from being injured or killed.  Criminal obstruction charges will be filed with the District Attorney’s office.    

Warden Eric Grudzinski (Crivitz) investigated a deer shining and shooting complaint. The Marinette County Sheriff’s deputies had stopped the suspect vehicle and found two shotguns inside the vehicle. One of the occupants in the vehicle had a 3-inch load of buckshot in his pocket. Warden Grudzinski interviewed the suspects but the suspects denied having any involvement in the violation. Warden Grudzinski seized the firearms and met with the complainant. Subsequently, Warden Grudzinski found a dead, antlerless deer that had been shot with buckshot, a shell casing from a buck shot load, and several other key items of evidence at the scene. Warden Grudzinski will file charges for hunting deer with the aid of artificial light, discharging a firearm within 100 yards of a dwelling and several civil hunting charges.

On opening weekend of the regular gun deer season, Warden Chris Kratcha (Sturgeon Bay) was parked along a road to call Warden Dave Allen (Kewaunee) about some road hunting incidents in Door and Kewaunee counties.  Moments later, Warden Kratcha observed a truck approaching from the opposite direction.  The truck stopped a few hundred yards from Warden Kratcha and the driver exited with a shotgun.  The driver proceeded to shoot from the roadway at a running buck in the adjacent field. Warden Kratcha accelerated towards the shooter with his patrol truck and the driver took a second shot.  Warden Kratcha was only 25 yards from the shooter when the third shot was fired.  With the gun empty and the barrel still smoking, the shooter turned around to see the Warden parked next to him.  Citation issued. 

Warden Wade Romberg (Appleton) received a call from an Illinois Conservation Officer regarding a case that he had developed by checking some meat processing plants in Illinois.  The officer noticed a resident Wisconsin gun deer carcass tag on a deer that was taken in for processing at a plant that is a couple of hours drive south of the Wisconsin border.  The officer’s observations led to multiple citations being issued to an Illinois resident for purchasing resident WI licenses.

While on patrol in Fond du Lac County, Wardens Ed McCann (Fond du Lac) and Jason Higgins (Oshkosh) observed a subject shoot at several deer from the road.  When the wardens attempted a traffic stop, the subject failed to stop immediately as he was attempting to enclose his firearm in a case.  In returning to the scene, wardens observed a hunter who was hunting in the area just beyond where the deer ran, stressing the SAFETY concern with road hunting violations.

CONVICTED FELONS

This issue received media attention in the wake of the Sawyer County shootings. Wardens continue to contact convicted felons in the field, as it’s still legal for a felon to purchase a gun deer license.  Each year wardens arrest felons in the field with firearms, often for multiple violations beyond the firearm possession violation.  It’s not known how many felons with firearms wardens unknowingly contact, since determining who has a felony conviction requires running a criminal history records check, and this additional check is not generally done during routine checks in the absence of other developed suspicion.  

	Convicted Felon Arrests During Nine Day Season

	2002
	18

	2003
	14

	2004
	10


The hotline received ten (10) complaints regarding felons hunting with firearms during the 2004 Deer Gun Season.  Below are some examples of contact wardens had with felons with firearms this deer season:

· On Sunday, November 21, 2004 Warden John Buss warned a subject for operating an ATV on a highway. The hunter stated “I promise I will not ride on the road again.” The next day Warden Buss and Steve Crary saw the same hunter riding on the same road.  Warden Buss told the hunter that he would be receiving a citation for operating an ATV on a highway.  The subject turned out to be a convicted felon for possession of drugs with intent to deliver.  The Sauk County Sheriff’s Department was called and the hunter was arrested and taken to jail for a felon in possession of a firearm.

· Warden Joe Frost and Deputy Warden Jeremy Fischler contacted a group at their campsite at Blackhawk Lake Public Hunting Ground.  After a brief investigation, Warden Frost determined one hunter was a felon using a license in a fake name he had made up and his hunting privileges were revoked for non-payment of child support.  The felon was arrested for felon in possession of a firearm, obstructing a warden, hunting deer without a license and an outstanding warrant.  Two deer and a firearm were seized. The felon was also charged with hunting during revocation, license fraud, a group deer hunting violation, using another’s tag and improper display of registration decals on his vehicle.  Additional criminal charges for purchasing licenses during revocation and license fraud will be filed in other counties. 

· Warden Nathan Kroeplin contacted a hunter riding around on an ATV wearing his blaze orange coat with backtag but did not possess a firearm.  Upon contacting the subject, Kroeplin determined that this subject was a convicted felon and had been out hunting that morning as well as during the Zone-T season when he shot a deer.  The subject's shotgun was hidden in a barn and he stated it was there because he had seen a warden that morning and he was worried about getting caught.  Kroeplin made the arrest and also uncovered marijuana and paraphernalia, which the hunter admitted to smoking that morning before going out hunting.  The subject was turned over to the local police department and taken into custody.

· Warden Boyd Richter assisted Warden Joe Frost with a case involving a suspect that shot a buck without having a buck tag.  The suspect’s father contacted another hunter at a public hunting area that had a buck tag and the deer was eventually tagged about three hours after it was shot.  The hunter that tagged the buck was found to be a felon in possession of a firearm, and he had used a fictitious name to purchase a hunting license because his own hunting privileges were revoked.

· Warden Scott Bowe (Cornell) contacted a hunter for wearing a brown hat. As Bowe checked the hunter’s license, Bowe realized the license did not belong to the hunter. The hunter was actually a convicted felon hunting without a license.

· Warden Dave Algrem (Wautoma) had received information that a felon was going to hunt on opening day. This information was relayed to the Waushara County Sheriff Department and an anticipatory search warrant for the residence was drafted to be executed when the felon was confirmed to be hunting with a firearm. Warden Algrem ensured that the Sheriff’s Department realized that our concern was for hunting regulations and the felon with a firearm would be their investigation. Warden Algrem and Warden Supervisor Carl Mesman (Wautoma) contacted the hunter in possession of firearm. The search warrant resulted in many more firearms in the home and the subject being charged.
HUNTER/LANDOWNER/USER CONFLICTS:

As agricultural lands formerly suitable for hunting are converted to development and "sprawl", conflict is increasing between landowners who live in subdivisions and hunters on adjacent properties.  Hunters are getting more and more boxed in all the time, and can’t find isolated areas to hunt in.  They end up hunting in small wood lots and fields close to houses. 

Many wardens reported a significantly increased numbers of trespass complaints.  Two things were attributed to this increase.  Fewer places to hunt and increased awareness created by the Sawyer County incident.

Warden Jason Roberts received a complaint during the gun deer season from a caller that lived near Lake Michigan concerning duck hunters on Lake Michigan.  The complainant stated that the hunters are too close to shore and shooting repeatedly.  Warden Roberts responded and saw three hunters in a boat with several large strings of decoys.  Warden Roberts used his range finder and was able to determine that the hunters were nearly 1500 feet from the shoreline.  This was more than three times the distance required for open water hunters on Lake Michigan.  Warden Roberts contacted the complainant and informed her of the distance requirement and told her about the duck season framework.  The complainant was not happy with the duck hunters and stated she was going to speak to her neighborhood association about the hunting activity.

Warden Rick Reed reported several complaints involving multiple users of the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  Mountain bikers, horseback riders, and hikers were all found on the trails without blaze orange. 

Warden Dale Hochhausen responded to a call where an individual trespassed on a person’s property and shot a buck without first earning a buck tag.  The person was also dressed in camouflaged clothing and not wearing his backtag.  The landowner came out to the location and got into a minor confrontation with the individual before the Racine County Sheriff’s Department arrived.

Sauk County had a trespass incident that ended in violence and the arrest of two persons for substantial battery.  In this incident a 63-year old man confronted two white male trespassers and was allegedly assaulted by one of the hunters causing some significant injuries to his face. 

Warden Supervisor David Holmes and Warden David Horzewski checked a small group of hunters that felt they were being forced to move out of a small piece of state property in northern Richland County. A large group of hunters moved into the property even after they saw the other hunters on the property and set up a deer drive that went right through their small group of hunters that were set up waiting for deer to move in the evenings.  The small group of hunters left the property after the drive and were disgusted by the unsafe and unethical conduct of the large group of hunters.   

Warden Krueger has received complaints from individuals who have been hunting public hunting grounds. The callers state that some landowners go to the public hunting grounds to harvest their antlerless deer. The landowners then hunt bucks on their own property. This is creating great animosity between the two hunting groups. 

Wardens Boyd Richter and Dave Wood investigated a complaint of a hunter trespassing and shooting before hunting hours on the first Sunday of the gun deer season.  The complainant was walking with his son at about 6:10 AM when the suspect shot twice, while trespassing on the land the complainant was hunting.  The complainant wrote down the suspect’s backtag number and called the DNR Hotline.  The suspect stated he shot at a coyote and did not have a small game license so Wood issued a citation for hunting small game without a license.  Richter passed the trespassing complaint on to a Rock County Sheriff's deputy who cited the suspect for trespassing.  

Warden Jim Cleven (Colfax) assisted the Dunn County Sheriff Department with a complaint involving a deer hunting party that shot and killed two llamas and one horse. A second horse was wounded. The hunting party admitted that they shot and killed the two llamas, but not the horses. The hunting party stated that the owner of the llamas and horses does not keep his animals on his own property, that the animals continually trespass onto their property and eat all their deer food plots. The hunting party claim that this has been occurring for the past 3 to 5 years. Both llamas were on the hunting party’s property when they shot them.

Property line disputes are nothing new, but wardens are beginning to see the tempers flaring more than in the past.  Examples of the behavior include neighbors refusing to allow a kid to recover a deer that he shot on his family’s land which died a few feet across a fence line on a neighbor’s property, and vandalism to hunter’s vehicles while legally hunting on a property. This type of behavior has an adverse impact the image of hunters overall and on recruiting new people into hunting. Newcomers to the sport will no doubt quit if they have these types of experiences while legally hunting.  

In the northern part of the state, following the Sawyer County tragedy, it seems more hunters wanted wardens to know about incidents on public land where verbal altercations took place.  Some incidents mentioned were several years old but just surfaced this season.  The U.S. Forest Service is also investigating similar incidents that might have otherwise gone unreported to authorities and are considering using Disorderly Conduct charges for situations of this nature.

SEARCH AND RESCUE:

Warden Wayne Flak (Menomonie) assisted the Dunn County Sheriff’s Department with a call concerning the welfare of a 38-year-old female. Warden Flak was only a mile away and responded finding the woman in a diabetic coma.  Flak was able to help her recover until an ambulance arrived.

Warden April Dombrowski responded to another hunter who had fallen out of his tree stand late in the season.  Thankfully, this hunter was alert and conscious.  He was air lifted to medical treatment.  This hunter was not wearing a harness while in his tree stand.

Warden Mike Clutter and Warden Supervisor Ron Preder assisted Sheboygan County Sheriff deputies with a search for a lost hiker in the Kettle Moraine State Forest–Northern Unit on November 28, 2004.  The hiker had left Parnell Tower but got lost when it became dark.  Warden Preder located the hiker and transported him back to his vehicle.

After closing of hunting hours on opening Saturday, Wardens Jeff Knorr (Fremont) and Ken Thomson (Waupaca) arrived at a rural Waupaca residence to dispose of a seized deer.  After completing the paperwork and upon leaving, Warden Knorr observed that the neighboring property’s residence was on fire.  Warden Knorr ran to the residence while Warden Thomson called dispatch and requested the fire department.  Warden Knorr found that a corner of the floor and wall of a front room of the residence was in flames.  Warden Knorr gained access to the smoke filled residence and yelled for any occupants.  Warden Thomson using his squad’s fire extinguisher entered the residence and was able to knock down the flames.  Wardens Knorr and Thomson, using the residence’s garden hose and an old flannel shirt, were able to extinguish the flames.  Wardens Knorr and Thomson than searched the smoke filled residence for any occupants and found the residence empty.  The Waupaca Fire Department responded and ensured the residence was empty and that the fire would not re-start.  When the owners arrived, the Assistant Fire Chief advised them it was a good thing for the Wardens actions or the residence would likely have been lost.
ALIS LICENSES AND TAGS:

Feedback came from all regions on the complexity of the tagging options.  Many of the hunters contacted actually pulled out their tags and had the warden explain the tagging options to them. Many wardens reported that hunters continue to be confused regarding which tags can be used on antlered versus antlerless deer.  With numerous season zones now occurring in CWD areas, hunters are confused. 

Wardens report more phone calls this year during the week before the season than ever before – some getting 20-25 calls a day asking about clarification of the deer season regulations.  The closing of Department offices and reduction of Service Center hours continues to add to this problem of meeting overwhelming demand from the public.  With more budget cuts coming in the next fiscal year, this problem is going to continue.  Perhaps it’s time to consider consolidating some resources and establish a centralized call in center to handle statewide information needs.

Backtags with the name and license information on the tag has greatly improved the speed and safety of hunter checks. The names/personal information printed on them are great, especially from an officer safety standpoint.  People don’t fumble for their wallets while trying to handle a loaded rifle at the same time.  When people turn around, wardens have a tactical advantage, and can read their tags. 

Also over the past couple of years there has been some concerns with accountability on the CWD tags.  In the past, wardens contacted people who did not have any identifying information printed on their CWD tags.  Most CWD tags this year did have this information printed on them.  This came in handy on Thanksgiving night when Warden Nate Kroeplin received a phone call from an Alabama Fish and Wildlife Officer who stated that they had found a deer dumped along the road in Alabama and the deer had a Wisconsin CWD tag on it.  The Alabama officer stated that the hunter's name and customer ID number was on the tag.  Kroeplin was able to quickly do an ALIS check to receive the customer's address, phone number, date of birth, physical description and what kind of Wisconsin approvals the suspect had.

PROBLEMS/POSITIVES ENCOUNTERED WITH THE CWD & EAB SEASONS:

Car killed deer numbers are down in Walworth County (EAB area) which is suggesting some could be used to earn bucks.  Some deer shot in northern Wisconsin are making their way to CWD units and getting registered twice in EAB units.  Investigations also are revealing a significant number of illegal bucks being transported to non-EAB zones for registration and bucks being shot without first shooting a doe.  Hunters are finding people to tag the buck, finding people to give them does and waiting and trying to shoot does after they’ve shoot a buck. Wardens have actively pursued these violations to protect the integrity of the registration system and because this is unfair to the ethical hunter who follows the rules.

One preventative measure against re-registration of deer would be to require registration stations statewide to physically mark the deer as registered by cutting off an entire ear.  

Some wardens report contacting several hunters who were happy to see the season extended to January 3 providing them with more hunting opportunity.  Some hunters said they might just wait until we have snow cover to go back out and hunt.
As expected there were mixed reactions over the Earn-A-Buck regulations. Those hunters who were successful in getting a doe during the archery or 4-day antlerless gun deer season were satisfied because they had the chance to shoot either sex.  Most hunters have accepted the EAB but there were still several complaints from hunters who said all they saw were bucks and they couldn’t shoot them because they did not have a tag.  Hunters were upset because they had to let a nice buck go by.  Also these hunters didn’t see the significance of the EAB because they could have shot a buck and did their part to harvest a deer but since they didn’t have a chance at an antlerless deer they ended up not harvesting any deer. 

Wardens in CWD zones report that in October complaints of dumped deer carcasses began coming in.    Warden Supervisor Holmes investigated three separate complaints of whole, ungutted deer carcasses being dumped on the side of the road.  It is obvious that some the hunters are just shooting antlerless deer to earn the buck tag.  In one case that the wardens investigated, the whole deer was dumped within one mile of a deer donation location. Warden Dave Wood investigated several complaints where gutted, whole, antlerless deer were dumped in parking lots on public hunting grounds.  In all, Wood has observed about 8 whole, ungutted antlerless deer that had been dumped.  It seems that the deer were shot just to earn buck tags.  Wood investigated another complaint where two large bucks had been caped out and were dumped ungutted in the ditch.  It seems to some hunters, that the value of a deer is only in its rack.

Being able to gun hunt bucks during the rut is a fringe benefit of the CWD gun season that many people are taking advantage of.  However, along with this opportunity comes the opportunist. Poaching of large bucks has also been a problem in the CWD zones.  Road hunting, trespassing, incidental shootings of dogs and a llama, shooting bucks without buck tags, shining, and hunting with rifles during the closed season are the primary violations.  Poachers do not seem to be deterred by the current fines.  A trophy penalty similar to what western states have is needed to combat this growing trend.  It begs the questions of whether we should look at how trophy hunting is being promoted.  There’s more to deer hunting than a “green score”. 
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				Sat		Sun		Mon		Tue		Wed		Thu		Fri		Sat		Sun		Totals

		Totals		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

																						Total

		U05		8		11		5		4		4		7		11		7		11		68		Found dead deer or other carcass

		U09		7		3		1		1		2		1		3		4		3		25		Various complaints - no violation

		H13		5		5		1		2		3		4		2				1		23		Possession of illegal deer

		H07				4		6		2		1				3		3		3		22		Hunt within 50 feet of roadway center

		M60		1				6		1		4		3		4		2				21		Place, feed to attract wild animals

		U04		2		5		2		3		1		1				3		1		18		Heard shots, believes poaching

		H60		4		2		4		1		3						2				16		Miscellaneous - hunting

		H23				1		1		2		3				3		2				12		Illegal hunting of deer or bear

		H49		2		3		1		2		2						1				11		Shoot from vehicle

		H44				4		2						1		1		1		1		10		Transport uncased firearm in or on a vehicle

		U11		1		2		4		1				1		1						10		Felon Complaint

		H04						1		1		2						1		2		7		Failure to validate or attach deer carcass tag

		H05		4		1						1						1				7		Hunt deer without back deer tag

		H09						3		2						2						7		Hunt in a refuge or closed area

		H10		2		1				1		2				1						7		Hunt from permanent stand on state land

		H12		3		2		1				1										7		Possession of untagged venison or deer  § 29.347(2) (Crime)

		H48		2										3				1				6		Careless and reckless use of firearms § 941.20(1)(a-c) (Crime)

		H08		1		2						1		1								5		Hunt without required color clothing - § 29.301(2)

		H46		1						1								1		1		4		Hunt deer with an illegal firearm or rifle in a shotgun area = NR 10.09(1)(c)3

		M06		1		1						1						1				4		Deposit solid waste on public or private property § 287.81

		M58		1				1		1								1				4		Harassment § 947.013

		H35				1		1						1								3		Failure to make reasonable effort to retrieve downed game - NR 10.07(1)(f)

		H50				2		1														3		Shoot within 100 yards of dwelling § 941.20(1)(d)  (Crime)

		T09						1						1						1		3		Possession of illegal or untagged fur  29.351

		U06		1		1						1										3		Injured wildlife (replaces H93)

		V08				1		1												1		3		Drive or pursue wild animal with ATV § 23.33(3)(f)

		V27				2		1														3		Miscellaneous - atv

		E02						1		1												2		Illegal treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous wastes - Chapter 291

		H24		2																		2		Hunt deer or bear with aid of artificial light § 29.314(3) (Crime)

		H56		1						1												2		Hunt During Revocation §29.6425

		P10								1		1										2		Camping in unauthorized area - NR 45.10(1)(a)

		U08						1												1		2		Miscellaneous live animal complaints

		V07						2														2		Transport loaded or uncased firearm or strung or uncased bow on ATV § 23.33(3)(e)

		X03								2												2		Timber Theft § 26.05

		H01		1																		1		Hunting without a license § 29.024(1) (Deer = Crime), Non-res. 29.024(1)  (Deer = Crime)

		H06				1																1		Hunt birds and animals before or after hours - NR 10.06(2)(b)

		H15		1																		1		Hunt deer in unauthorized quota area - NR 10.104(4)

		H19																1				1		Larceny of wild game § 29.969

		H20				1																1		Failure to register deer or bear - NR 10.106(2)

		H25														1						1		Shine deer or bear while in possession of firearms § 29.314(3) (Crime)

		H30						1														1		Hunt game birds or game animals during closed season - NR 10.01(2) or (3)

		H43												1								1		Transport loaded firearm in or on a vehicle § 167.31(2)(b)

		H54								1												1		Hunt deer or bear with illegal firearm - NR 10.09(1)(c)2

		H82		1																		1		Discharge a firearm from or across a highway or within 50 feet of the center of a roadway § 167.31(2)(d)

		H87																		1		1		Group deer hunting violations § 29.324

		L01						1														1		Possess, loan or borrow another's license, tag or stamp § 29.024(1)

		M01				1																1		Place, deposit or allow placement of material to feed or bait wild animals - NR 19.60(1)(a)

		M07						1														1		Selling or buying fish and game animals § 29.539(1) (Crime)

		M15														1						1		Molest DNR authorized nets or structures - NR 19.06

		P16		1																		1		Miscellaneous - parks

		R01								1												1		Possess live captive wild animal without required license - 169.04(1)(b)

		T11										1										1		Illegal trapping or baiting - NR 10.13(1)(b)

		U03				1																1		Dogs running deer (Replaces H95 which replaced H90)

		U07																		1		1		Observe unusual wildlife (Replaces H97)

		V02		1																		1		Permit ATV operation without registration  § 23.33(2)

		V29		1																		1		Interference with signs & standards § 23.33(8)(f)





2004

				Sat		Sun		Mon		Tue		Wed		Thu		Fri		Sat		Sun		Totals

		E02						1		1												2		Illegal treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous wastes - Chapter 291

		H01		1																		1		Hunting without a license § 29.024(1) (Deer = Crime), Non-res. 29.024(1)  (Deer = Crime)

		H04						1		1		2						1		2		7		Failure to validate or attach deer carcass tag - NR 10.103(2)

		H05		4		1						1						1				7		Hunt deer without back deer tag - § 29.301(3), Failure to maintain tags intact until deer is killed - NR 10.103(1)

		H06				1																1		Hunt birds and animals before or after hours - NR 10.06(2)(b)

		H07				4		6		2		1				3		3		3		22		Hunt within 50 feet of roadways center - NR 10.05(1)

		H08		1		2						1		1								5		Hunt without required color clothing - § 29.301(2)

		H09						3		2						2						7		Hunt in a refuge or closed area § 29.091, NR 11, NR 15

		H10		2		1				1		2				1						7		Hunt from nonportable elevated device on state lands - NR 45.09(2)

		H12		3		2		1				1										7		Possession of untagged venison or deer  § 29.347(2) (Crime)

		H13		5		5		1		2		3		4		2				1		23		Possession of illegal deer § 29.347(2) (Crime)

		H15		1																		1		Hunt deer in unauthorized quota area - NR 10.104(4)

		H19																1				1		Larceny of wild game § 29.969

		H20				1																1		Failure to register deer or bear - NR 10.106(2)

		H23				1		1		2		3				3		2				12		Illegal hunting of deer or bear - hours - NR 10.06(3)

		H24		2																		2		Hunt deer or bear with aid of artificial light § 29.314(3) (Crime)

		H25														1						1		Shine deer or bear while in possession of firearms § 29.314(3) (Crime)

		H30						1														1		Hunt game birds or game animals during closed season - NR 10.01(2) or (3)

		H35				1		1						1								3		Failure to make reasonable effort to retrieve downed game - NR 10.07(1)(f)

		H43												1								1		Transport loaded firearm in or on a vehicle § 167.31(2)(b)

		H44				4		2						1		1		1		1		10		Transport uncased firearm in or on a vehicle § 167.31(2)(b)

		H46		1						1								1		1		4		Hunt deer with an illegal firearm or rifle in a shotgun area = NR 10.09(1)(c)3

		H48		2										3				1				6		Careless and reckless use of firearms § 941.20(1)(a-c) (Crime)

		H49		2		3		1		2		2						1				11		Shoot from vehicle - §167.31(2)©

		H50				2		1														3		Shoot within 100 yards of dwelling § 941.20(1)(d)  (Crime)

		H54								1												1		Hunt deer or bear with illegal firearm - NR 10.09(1)(c)2

		H56		1						1												2		Hunt During Revocation §29.6425

		H60		4		2		4		1		3						2				16		Miscellaneous - hunting

		H82		1																		1		Discharge a firearm from or across a highway or within 50 feet of the center of a roadway § 167.31(2)(d)

		H87																		1		1		Group deer hunting violations § 29.324

		L01						1														1		Possess, loan or borrow another's license, tag or stamp § 29.024(1)

		M01				1																1		Place, deposit or allow placement of material to feed or bait wild animals - NR 19.60(1)(a)

		M06		1		1						1						1				4		Deposit solid waste on public or private property § 287.81

		M07						1														1		Selling or buying fish and game animals § 29.539(1) (Crime)

		M15														1						1		Molest DNR authorized nets or structures - NR 19.06

		M58		1				1		1								1				4		Harassment § 947.013

		M60		1				6		1		4		3		4		2				21		Place, deposit or allow placement of any material to feed or attract wild animals - NR 19.60(1)(a)

		P10								1		1										2		Camping in unauthorized area - NR 45.10(1)(a)

		P16		1																		1		Miscellaneous - parks

		R01								1												1		Possess live captive wild animal without required license - 169.04(1)(b)

		T09						1						1						1		3		Possession of illegal or untagged fur  29.351

		T11										1										1		Illegal trapping or baiting - NR 10.13(1)(b)

		U03				1																1		Dogs running deer (Replaces H95 which replaced H90)

		U04		2		5		2		3		1		1				3		1		18		Heard shots, believes poaching (Replaces H96 which replaced H91)

		U05		8		11		5		4		4		7		11		7		11		68		Found dead deer or other carcass (Replaces H94)

		U06		1		1						1										3		Injured wildlife (replaces H93)

		U07																		1		1		Observe unusual wildlife (Replaces H97)

		U08						1												1		2		Miscellaneous live animal complaints

		U09		7		3		1		1		2		1		3		4		3		25		Various complaints - no violation

		U11		1		2		4		1				1		1						10		Felon Complaint

		V02		1																		1		Permit ATV operation without registration  § 23.33(2)

		V07						2														2		Transport loaded or uncased firearm or strung or uncased bow on ATV § 23.33(3)(e)

		V08				1		1												1		3		Drive or pursue wild animal with ATV § 23.33(3)(f)

		V27				2		1														3		Miscellaneous - atv

		V29		1																		1		Interference with signs & standards § 23.33(8)(f)

		X03								2												2		Timber Theft § 26.05

		Totals		55		58		51		32		34		25		33		32		28		348

						Count by Region

				SAT		SUN		MON		TUE		WED		THU		FRI		SAT		SUN		totals

		NER		15		17		19		12		12		9		9		11		8		112

		NOR		5		8		4		9		4		3		7		7		3		50

		SCR		10		12		10		5		3		4		8		7		4		63

		SER		3		2		5		1		6		3		1		2		4		27

		WCR		21		19		14		5		8		5		8		5		9		94

		totals		54		58		52		32		33		24		33		32		28		346		2 calls given to CO Wardens

										Daily Totals

				SAT		SUN		MON		TUE		WED		THU		FRI		SAT		SUN

		Daily Totals		55		58		51		32		34		25		33		32		28		348

																						348
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